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Introduction

Wellness Starts at Home, Blooms in School is more than just a guide—it is a philosophy that
emphasizes how the roots of well-being begin in our homes and blossom fully in our
schools. Children spend their formative years divided between these two worlds, and the
harmony of both environments is essential for nurturing not only academic excellence but
also physical, mental, and emotional strength.

In today’s fast-paced and stressful world, children and teachers alike face challenges that go
beyond academics. Increasing screen time, unhealthy food habits, peer pressure, stress, and
lack of physical activity are silently eroding wellness. For children, wellness is the foundation
of learning, creativity, and resilience. For teachers, it is the key to maintaining energy,
patience, and the ability to inspire and guide students effectively. A healthy, mindful teacher
can shape balanced, happy, and successful young minds.

That is why wellness must not remain a secondary concern—it is the first step to raising a
confident generation. When wellness is cultivated at home through conscious parenting,
healthy lifestyle practices, and emotional support, it naturally extends into schools where it
blossoms into positive learning, discipline, and joy.

Why Dr. Neeraj Kaushik?

Dr. Neeraj Kaushik is not only a medical professional but also a wellness consultant and
coach with more than 25 years of experience. Having worked with families, corporates, and
educational institutions, he has developed a holistic approach that blends science,
traditional wisdom, and practical strategies. His programs have empowered thousands to
take charge of their well-being, making him a trusted voice in the field of health and

wellness.

Dr. Kaushik’s unique strength lies in his ability to simplify complex health concepts into
actionable steps that parents, teachers, and students can easily follow. His vision is clear: a
healthy home and a mindful school lead to a thriving society.

This e-book is your roadmap to achieving that vision.



& Screen-Free Power Hour: Transform Your Child’s

Mind in 60 Minutes

© Why It Matters

Kids spend 6—8 hours/day on screens - leads to poor sleep, reduced focus, and

rising anxiety.

Just 1 hour without screens daily helps boost creativity, confidence, and emotional

balance.

Benefits for Kids

Stronger focus & memory

More creativity & problem-solving

Healthier eyes, posture & sleep

Less irritability & mood swings

Better family bonding

‘s The 60-Minute Routine (Easy to Follow)

Time
Block

5 min

10 min

15 min

15 min

10 min

5 min

Activity

Transition Ritual

Brain Gym /
Stretching

Creative Expression
Hobby Practice

Mindfulness

Wrap-Up Ritual

Practical Tips

Light a candle, play soft music, or do 3 deep breaths
together.

Fun yoga animal poses, simple stretches, or dance.

Drawing, storytelling, origami, free painting.
Puzzles, Lego, cooking with a parent, music.
Guided meditation, gratitude journaling, or quiet reading.

Share “One Good Thing” from the hour as a family.



¢a For Parents (Home Version)
e Set up a “No-Screen Zone” with cushions, books, and art supplies.
e Join your child = make it a family ritual.
e Start with 2-3 days/week, then increase.
¢ Reward with extra storytime or a fun outdoor trip, not screen time.

e Invite siblings/friends to make it social.

#> For Schools (Workshop/Program)
¢ Add a “Mind Hour” post-lunch once or twice a week.
¢ Rotate between art, yoga, storytelling, and mindfulness.
e Run “Screen-Free Fridays” with outdoor group play.
e Empower teachers & student leaders to guide activities.

e Share a take-home family version with parents.

&% Workshop Format (90 Minutes)
Title: 60-Minute Brain Recharge Challenge
1. 10 min - Talk: “The Hidden Dangers of Screen Addiction”
2. 20 min —Brain Gym & Fun Yoga
3. 20 min — Creative Family Activity Challenge
4. 10 min — Guided Mindfulness & Breathing
5. 10 min — Parent Action Plan: “How to Build Power Hour at Home”

Outcome: Families leave with a ready-to-use daily “Screen-Free Power Hour” plan.

¥ Engagement Ideas
e Launch a #PowerHourChallenge - families share their 60-min screen-free rituals.
e Post reels: “Top 3 Fun Alternatives to Screens”.
e Share before-after stories of kids’ behavior & focus.

¢ Create a printable planner for parents.



$8 Brain Gym: 5-Minute Exercises to Boost Kids’
Memory & Focus

(Fun & Practical for Home and School)

© Why Brain Gym Works

&3 Key Benefits

Kids’ brains develop rapidly; short, playful exercises improve focus, memory, and

learning ability.

Just 5 minutes a day stimulates both brain hemispheres, helping kids think clearer

and perform better.

It also reduces stress, restlessness, and screen fatigue.

Enhances attention span and mental clarity

Strengthens memory retention

Improves coordination and body awareness

Reduces anxiety before exams or presentations

Fun, active way to start the school day

‘s 5-Minute Brain Gym Routine

Time Exercise

min

min

min

min

Cross
Crawl

Lazy 8
Tracing

Hook-Ups

Brain
Buttons

How to Do It Why It Helps

Stand tall, touch right elbow to left knee, Boosts focus, improves brain-
switch sides. Repeat. body coordination.

Trace an infinity sign (8 on its side) in the  Stimulates both hemispheres,
air with each hand, then both. calms the mind.

Cross ankles, clasp hands, place tongue on Lowers stress, improves
roof of mouth, breathe slowly. emotional regulation.

Place one hand on belly, massage soft spot Improves blood flow to the
under collarbone with other hand, switch. brain, aids concentration.



Time Exercise How to Do It Why It Helps

1 owl Place hand on shoulder, turn head slowly Releases neck tension,
min Stretch side to side like an owl. sharpens focus.

¢4 For Parents (At Home)
e Make this a morning ritual before school.
o Play soft music to make it fun.
¢ Join kids—family participation increases consistency.
e Use it as a “study break” for better concentration.

e Encourage siblings to do it together.

= For Teachers (At School)
e Use Brain Gym as a class starter or exam prep exercise.
e Introduce as a fun group activity (call it “Brain Boost Break”).
e Rotate student leaders to guide exercises.
e Combine with a 2-min breathing session for calming.

e Encourage kids to journal how they feel after sessions.

&% Workshop Activity (30 Minutes)

Title: “Brain Power in 5 Minutes”
1. 5 min: Quick talk: “Why Kids Need Brain Breaks”
2. 10 min: Learn 5 Brain Gym exercises with live demo.
3. 10 min: Practice in pairs, kids guide parents/teachers.
4. 5 min: Take-home routine & printable handout.

Outcome: Kids and parents leave with an easy 5-min brain boost ritual for daily use.

¥ Engagement Ideas

¢ Launch a #BrainGymcChallenge: post daily 1-min reels of each exercise.



Create a “Brain Gym Bingo” card with daily tasks (share on WhatsApp groups,
schools).

Post testimonials from teachers/parents noticing changes.

Offer free downloadable posters of the exercises for classrooms and homes.



Lunchbox Secrets: Smart Foods for Smarter Kids

(Practical Nutrition Tips for Parents & Schools)

© Why It Matters

e Kids’ brains consume 20% of their daily energy—nutrition directly affects focus,
memory, and mood.

e Processed snacks and sugary drinks lead to energy crashes, hyperactivity, and
weaker immunity.

¢ A balanced lunchbox can supercharge learning, reduce stress, and help kids develop
healthy habits for life.

&% Smart Lunchbox Formula

Think of B.F.F.: Brain-Boosting Proteins + Fresh Produce + Fun Healthy Treat.

Category Examples Why It’s Smart
Protein Boiled eggs, cheese cubes, hummus, Greek )
i ) Builds memory and focus

Power yogurt, paneer rolls, chicken strips
Colorful Cucumber sticks, cherry tomatoes, bell pepper  Packed with vitamins &
Veggies strips, carrot sticks antioxidants

Whole-grain wraps, brown rice sushi, millet Sustains energy without
Energy Carbs .

pancakes, chapati rolls sugar crashes

Brain development &

Healthy Fats Nuts, seeds, nut butter, avocado spread
hormone balance

Homemade granola bites, fruit skewers, dark Keeps lunch exciting & guilt-
Fun Treats
chocolate squares free

s Practical Tips for Parents
1. Plan Weekly Menus: Save time and reduce last-minute junk.
2. Batch Prep Snacks: Wash & cut veggies/fruits on weekends.

3. Use Bento Boxes: Makes food visually appealing and portion-controlled.
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4. Hide Veggies Smartly: Add grated veggies in wraps, parathas, and smoothies.
5. Make It Colorful: More colors = more nutrients.

6. Avoid Packaged Foods: Replace chips and soda with roasted makhana, coconut
water, or fruit-infused water.

7. Involve Kids: Let them choose veggies/fruits; they’ll eat better when involved.

=> Tips for Schools

Introduce Healthy Lunchbox Days once a week.

Create a “No Junk Food” policy with fun competitions.

Share monthly nutrition newsletters with parents.

Host parent-child cooking workshops to promote easy recipes.

Set up fruit & nut stations during school events.

%% 15-Minute Workshop Activity: “Build Your Smart Lunchbox”
1. Intro (5 min): Why food = fuel for brain power.
2. Hands-On (7 min): Parents and kids pack a balanced lunchbox together.
3. Sharing (3 min): Kids present their creations and learn from peers.

Outcome: Families leave with a visual lunchbox plan & shopping checklist.

€ Quick Lunchbox Ideas
e Protein Wraps: Paneer/egg/chicken roll with whole wheat chapati.

Rainbow Salad Jar: Layered salad with corn, cucumber, carrots, and sprouts.

Energy Bites: Dates, oats, and seed balls.

Fruit Skewers: Seasonal fruits with yogurt dip.

Mini Idli Bites: Idlis tossed with veggies and chutney.

= } Engagement Ideas for Teachers
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Launch a #SmartLunchboxChallenge on Instagram: Parents share colorful
lunchboxes.

Create short reels: “1-Minute Healthy Lunchbox Hacks”.
Offer a printable Smart Lunchbox Chart for parents.

Run a Healthy Lunchbox Contest in schools with small prizes.
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®& Digital Detox Challenges: How to Make Kids Love

Nature Again

(Simple & Fun Family Strategies)

© Why Digital Detox is Critical

¢ Kids today spend 6—8+ hours daily on screens, causing:

o Shorter attention spans

o Poorsleep & posture issues

o Reduced creativity & physical activity

o Increased anxiety & isolation

e Solution: Create fun family challenges that make nature time exciting—not a

punishment.

&) Key Benefits of Nature Time

Improves focus, memory & problem-solving
Boosts vitamin D & immunity

Builds resilience, confidence & creativity
Encourages movement & fitness naturally

Strengthens family bonds & social skills

&> Digital Detox Challenge Ideas (Fun & Practical)

Challenge

1. 30-Min Sunrise
Strolls

2. Backyard Treasure
Hunt

How It Works

A family walk every morning for a week.

Hide natural items (rocks, flowers,
leaves) for kids to find.

Benefits

Sets circadian rhythm,
energizes day.

Makes outdoor play
exciting.

13



Challenge How It Works

3. Nature Sketch . ) ]
Kids draw one new plant/animal daily.

Challenge

4. Weekend Picnic Phones off; only board games, music, or
Tech-Free Zone stories.

5. Plant Parenting Assign kids plants to care for, track
Challenge growth.

6. “No-Screen Hour”  Replace screen time with trampoline,
After School skipping, or cycling.

. Share stories of animals, forests, or
7. Nature Story Nights )
family adventures outdoors.

8. Star Gazing One weekend night outdoors under the
Saturdays sky.

s Tips for Parents

Benefits

Enhances observation &
creativity.

Quality bonding & stress
relief.

Builds responsibility &
love for nature.

Improves fitness & brain
health.

Inspires curiosity about
nature.

Cultivates awe and
mindfulness.

1. Lead by Example: Kids copy you. Put your phone aside too.

2. Create Outdoor Rituals: Morning yoga, evening walks, garden time.

3. Make Nature Fun: Use binoculars, magnifiers, or sketchbooks.

4. Start Small: Begin with 15-30 minutes a day.

5. Reward Nature Play: Praise curiosity, not screen-free “obedience”.

6. Tech-Free Zones: No gadgets in dining areas and bedroom:s.

=> Tips for Schools

e Launch a “Nature Hour” once a week—gardening, yoga, storytelling outdoors.

e Add outdoor classroom days to connect lessons to nature.

e Introduce green clubs where students track school plants, waste, and environment.

e Encourage nature journals for kids to write or draw what they observe.

&% Family Workshop Plan (60 Minutes)

14



Title: Unplug & Reconnect: A Family Nature Challenge
1. 5 min: Intro: “How Screens Affect Kids’ Brains”
2. 10 min: Mindful breathing outdoors
3. 15 min: Group Nature Treasure Hunt
4. 15 min: DIY Nature Journal activity

5. 10 min: Goal setting—Families pledge to start one new nature ritual at home

# } Engagement Ideas for Schools

¢ Launch a #Naturelnstead Challenge on Instagram—post kids’ favorite outdoor
moments.

e Run “Family Nature Bingo” (Downloadable card: 1 point for spotting a bird, tree,
insect, etc.).

e Post reels with simple outdoor ideas: skipping ropes, tree climbing, park yoga.

e Collaborate with schools for monthly nature walks and share highlights online.
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Why Kids Are Stressed: 3 Hidden Causes Parents
Miss

(And How to Fix Them with Simple Wellness Practices)

© Why This Topic Matters
¢ Studies show 1 in 3 kids today struggles with stress or anxiety, often silently.

e Parents often think stress is only about schoolwork or exams, but hidden daily
triggers can impact kids’ mental health.

¢ Identifying these hidden causes early helps build resilient, happy children.

@, Hidden Stress Trigger #1: Information Overload

e Constant exposure to screens, social media, news, and gaming overwhelms young
brains.

¢ Kids don’t know how to filter content and feel pressure to “keep up.”
o Signs: Restlessness, poor focus, “zoning out,” irritability.

Quick Fixes:

¢ Introduce Screen-Free Power Hour daily.

e Teach kids media literacy—explain ads, fake news, and trends.

e Create tech-free zones (bedrooms, dining areas).

e Swap screen time with board games, storytelling, or outdoor play.

@ Hidden Stress Trigger #2: Unspoken Emotional Pressure
¢ Kids absorb parental stress, competition, and expectations silently.
e Even subtle comments like “Why can’t you do better?” build self-doubt.
¢ Signs: Perfectionism, withdrawal, frequent tummy aches or headaches.
Quick Fixes:

¢ Practice “No-Judgment Conversations” daily for 10 minutes.
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e Use positive language: “I’'m proud of you for trying” instead of “You should have

”

won.
e Encourage kids to share feelings through art, journaling, or role-play.

e Parents can model stress-coping habits (deep breathing, evening walks).

@, Hidden Stress Trigger #3: Overscheduling & Lack of Downtime
e Packed schedules (school, tuitions, hobbies) leave no time for play or rest.
e Kids crave “boring time” to recharge and explore creativity.
e Signs: Fatigue, irritability, loss of interest in hobbies, daydreaming.
Quick Fixes:
¢ Block at least 1 hour of free play daily.
e Prioritize family downtime: no structured activity days.
e Use relaxation rituals: bedtime stories, music, or yoga.

e Reevaluate extracurriculars: Less can be more.

4> Daily Stress-Buster Routine for Parents & Kids

Time Activity Purpose

Morning (5 min)  Gratitude Journaling or Prayer Builds positivity
Afternoon (15 min) Outdoor Play or Walk Relieves energy & stress
Evening (10 min)  Storytelling or Family Chat Builds connection

Bedtime (5 min)  Guided Breathing or Gentle Music Better sleep & calmness

= For Schools: Stress-Aware Practices
e Start “Mindful Mornings” with breathing or short meditation.
e Set up a “Calm Corner” in classrooms with books, soft toys, and plants.
e Introduce “No Homework Days” once a month.

e Train teachers to spot stress symptoms early.

17



&% Workshop Activity (45 Minutes)

Title: “Stress-Proofing Kids: 3 Secrets Parents Overlook”
1. 10 min: Talk: “Hidden Stress Signs in Children”
2. 15 min: Parent-Child Role Play (practicing empathetic listening)
3. 10 min: Quick Family Yoga & Breathing Session

4. 10 min: Family Stress Plan (parents write down 3 changes to make)

# } Engagement Ideas for Schools
e Post reels: “3 Signs Your Child is Secretly Stressed.”

e Share downloadable Parent’s Stress Checklist.

e Run a #StressFreeKids Challenge: families commit to 1 new calming habit weekly.

e Create “Before vs. After” stories of families implementing these tips.

18



@) Mindful Mornings: Daily 3-Minute Practice to

Reduce Exam Anxiety

(A Simple Morning Ritual for Kids & Teens)

© Why This Matters
e Morning stress sets the tone for the entire school day.

o During exam season, anxiety spikes cortisol, causing memory blocks, stomach aches,
and low focus.

¢ A 3-minute morning mindfulness ritual helps kids stay calm, confident, and ready to
perform.

£ The 3-Minute Morning Routine
Minute Practice How to Do It Benefit

) Sit tall. Imagine inflating a big balloon )
Minute 1: Calm the Balloon ) Reduces cortisol,
. in your tummy. Inhale 4 sec, hold 2
Breath Breathing calms nerves.
sec, exhale 6 sec. Repeat.

) . Exam Close eyes, imagine walking into the . i
Minute 2: Positive ] B Builds confidence,

. L. Success exam hall calm & confident, writing
Visualization . . reduces fear.

Movie answers with ease.
Minute 3: Happy Say: “l am calm. | am smart. | am i .
. . i , Rewires brain for
Gratitude & Thought ready.” Think of one thing you're L
. . positivity & focus.

Affirmation Focus grateful for.

‘s Parent Tips
¢ Practice with your child to model calm behavior.
¢ Play soft background music to create a soothing morning vibe.
¢ Avoid rushing breakfast or yelling about time—slow mornings lower anxiety.

e Encourage early bedtime; restful sleep is half the battle.
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7> School Tips
e Start each school day with a 3-minute mindfulness bell.

o Teachers guide students with breathing and affirmations before class starts.

e During exams, hold 2-minute calm sessions before distributing question papers.

&4 Quick Workshop Activity (20 Minutes)
Title: “Morning Mindset: Beat Exam Stress in 3 Minutes”
1. 5 min: Talk on how stress affects memory.
2. 10 min: Group practice of Balloon Breathing & Visualization.

3. 5 min: Kids create their own personal affirmations to use before exams.

u } Engagement Ideas

e Start a #MindfulMorningChallenge: Parents post 3-min morning routine videos.

e Create a short reel teaching “Balloon Breathing” for kids.
o Offer a printable Affirmation Card for kids to keep in their pencil boxes.

e Collaborate with schools to share these reels during exam weeks.

20



® How Posture Affects Your Child’s Future Health

(Simple Habits to Fix Posture Early and Prevent Lifelong Issues)

© Why This Matters

e 90% of kids spend over 5 hours daily on screens, leading to “Tech Neck” and spine
curvature.

e Poor posture in childhood can cause:
o Chronic back/neck pain in adulthood
o Reduced lung capacity (slouching compresses lungs)
o Weaker confidence (slouching affects body language)
o Early spinal deformities like scoliosis or kyphosis

e Early correction is easy and lifelong beneficial.

@, Quick Posture Check for Parents

Ask your child to stand naturally against a wall:
Back of head, shoulders, hips, and heels touch the wall.

X If head or shoulders don’t touch easily, posture needs attention.

2. Daily Posture Fix Plan (5 Minutes)

Activity How to Do It Time
Stand with back against wall, slide arms up/down like a snow 1
Wall Angel .
angel. min
. . . . 1
Chin Tucks Gently push chin back (double-chin style) to align neck. )
min
Child’s Pose . . 1
Sit on heels, stretch arms forward, relax spine. )
Stretch min
1

Superman Exercise Lie on tummy, lift arms & legs, hold 5 sec. i
min

21



Activity How to Do It Time

Desk Break Every 30 minutes, stand, stretch, rotate shoulders. .
min

#» School-Friendly Tips
e Encourage posture breaks every period.
e Adjust desk & chair height to match child’s body.
o Use footrests if feet dangle.

e Teachers lead “1-Minute Stretch” breaks between lessons.

4> Parent Tips
e Buy a back-friendly backpack (wide straps, 10—-15% of child’s body weight).
¢ Place screen at eye level to avoid forward head posture.
e Use ergonomic study setup:
o Desk height = elbow height
o Chair supports lower back

e Encourage outdoor play to strengthen muscles.

&% Quick Workshop Plan (30 Minutes)
Title: “Straight & Strong: Fixing Posture for Life”
1. 5 min: Interactive talk: posture problems & future impact.
2. 10 min: Guided posture check with wall test for all kids.
3. 10 min: Teach fun posture exercises (Wall Angels, Superman).

4. 5 min: Q&A with posture improvement checklist for parents.

® |} Engagement Ideas
o Start a #StraightUpChallenge: Parents post before/after posture pics of kids.
o Create fun reels: “3 Easy Posture Fixes for Kids Under 5 Minutes.”
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Offer a Posture Tracker Chart (printable for home & school).

Collaborate with PTs, Yoga instructors for “Posture Week.”
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< Sleep Like a Genius: Bedtime Rituals for Smarter

Kids

(How Better Sleep Boosts Memory, Mood & Learning)

© Why This Matters

e Kids today sleep 1-2 hours less than recommended because of screens, stress, and

poor routines.

e Sleep is brain food: It’'s when memory locks in, growth hormones work, and

creativity sparks.

e Poor sleep = weaker immunity, crankiness, lower grades.

® Recommended Sleep Hours by Age
Age Group Hours Needed

3-5yrs 10-13 hrs

6-12yrs 9-12 hrs

13-18 yrs 8-10 hrs

k= 5 Genius Bedtime Rituals
Ritual How to Do It

1. Screen Cut-Off (1  No gadgets 60 mins before bedtime.
Hour Before Bed) Replace with storytelling or music.

2. Warm Foot Bath or 5-min warm soak or gentle oil
Massage massage.

Kids write/draw 3 happy moments of

3. Gratitude Journal
the day.

4. Deep Breathing or Teach 5 slow breaths or “Legs Up the
Bedtime Yoga Wall” pose.

Benefit

Calms brain, lowers
melatonin disruption.

Relaxes nervous system,
improves sleep quality.

Builds positivity, emotional
security.

Reduces anxiety, slows
heartbeat.
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Ritual How to Do It Benefit

5. Same Sleep Sleep & wake up at the same time Sets strong circadian
Schedule daily—even weekends. rhythm.

#> School Tips
e Educate parents about screen-free evenings via newsletters.
e Run a “Sleep Week Challenge” to track students’ sleep patterns.

o Teach short breathing practices in class to calm overstimulated kids.

4> Parent Tips

Keep bedrooms dark, cool, and gadget-free.

¢ Introduce bedtime story rituals to replace late-night TV.

Avoid sugar, caffeine (colas, chocolates) at night.

Create a family wind-down time—parents model good sleep habits too.

&% Workshop Activity (25 Minutes)

Title: “Good Night, Genius: Unlock Your Brain Power While You Sleep”
1. 5 min: Explain sleep’s role in memory and growth.
2. 10 min: Teach “3-Minute Calm-Down Routine” (breathing + gratitude).
3. 5 min: Kids make their own bedtime checklist.

4. 5 min: Parents get a Sleep Tracker Sheet to use at home.

® } Engagement Ideas

¢ Launch a #SleepLikeAGeniusChallenge: Parents post bedtime ritual reels.

Offer a free “Kids’ Sleep Ritual Printable” on your website.

Collaborate with schools for “Sleep Awareness Week”.

Create short, animated videos on fun bedtime breathing hacks.
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@ Building Emotional Intelligence in Kids: The 5-
Minute Trick

(Raising Empathetic, Confident, and Resilient Children)

© Why Emotional Intelligence (EQ) Matters
o EQ predicts success, happiness, and leadership skills more than IQ.
¢ Kids with high EQ are better at handling stress, friendships, and challenges.

¢ Teaching EQ early makes children empathetic and resilient adults.

»° The 5-Minute Daily Trick: “Name It to Tame It”
A simple practice that helps kids identify and manage their emotions in 5 minutes a day.
1. Ask: “How do you feel right now?”
o Offer a “feelings chart” with faces (happy, sad, angry, scared, proud).
2. Help them name the emotion.
o Example: “I feel angry because my toy broke.”
3. Validate, don’t dismiss.
o “lunderstand you’re upset. That’s okay.”
4. Guide them to calm down.
o Try deep breathing, hugging a soft toy, or a sip of water.
5. Encourage problem-solving.

o Ask: “What can we do next time when we feel angry?”

Fun Ways to Teach EQ

e Feelings Jar: Kids write/draw their emotions daily, review weekly.

¢ Emotion Cards Game: Flip a card, act out that feeling, guess it.

e Compliment Circle: Kids give one kind word to a peer/family member daily.

e Mindful Minute: One minute of silence to notice breath and feelings.
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=> School Tips

Morning “Check-In" Circle: Let kids share one word about their mood.
Create a Calm Corner in classrooms with sensory tools.

Train teachers to model empathy in interactions.

4> Parent Tips

Share bedtime emotion talks: “What made you smile today?”
Avoid labeling: Instead of “Stop crying,” say, “l see you’re sad. Want to talk?”
Use emotion books and stories to discuss feelings indirectly.

Model EQ by expressing your own emotions calmly.

&% Quick Workshop Plan (30 Minutes)

Title: “Raise Emotionally Smart Kids in 5 Minutes a Day”

1.

2.

5 min: Explain EQ’s role in confidence & mental health.
10 min: Demonstrate “Name It to Tame It” exercise with kids.
10 min: Group activity: Role-play emotions & calming strategies.

5 min: Parents receive EQ cards & feelings chart to use at home.

# } Engagement Ideas

Start a #5MinuteEQChallenge: Parents share daily emotional check-ins with kids.
Post short reels showing fun emotion games.
Give away a free printable “Feelings Chart” to schools and parents.

Host a “Family EQ Night” for parents to learn playful EQ-building tools.
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& Recess Revolution: How Play Prevents Childhood

Depression

(The Power of Play for Happier, Healthier Kids)

© Why This Matters

¢ 1in5 kids today show signs of stress, anxiety, or depression—often linked to lack of

movement and outdoor play.
e Children spend 60% less time outdoors than their parents did.

e Playis not “just fun”—it’s medicine for the brain, boosting mood, confidence, and
resilience.

&3 Science Behind Play & Mental Health
Benefit How It Helps

Outdoor play increases serotonin and dopamine, reducing
Boosts Happy Hormones

sadness.
Reduces Stress Hormones Movement lowers cortisol levels, calming anxiety.
Improves Social Skills Team games build empathy and friendships.

Strengthens Brain o )
Play enhances creativity, focus, and problem-solving.

Development

Teaches Resilience Play teaches kids to handle challenges and failures safely.

5 Play Practices for Every School

1. Daily Outdoor Recess (20-30 minutes)
Prioritize unstructured play—running, skipping, climbing.

2. Nature Play Spaces
Add trees, gardens, and sand pits for sensory exploration.

3. Movement Brain Breaks
2—-3-minute dance or stretch breaks between lessons.
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4. Play Leadership Clubs
Train older students as “play leaders” to guide games.

5. No-Phone Play Zones
Encourage gadget-free outdoor interaction.

4> Parent Tips

o Dedicate 30 minutes daily for active play (cycling, park visits, dancing).

e Replace weekend screen time with family hikes or outdoor games.
e Keep simple play equipment (jump ropes, balls) at home.

e Join play sessions with kids to bond and model joy.

#> School Wellness Challenge
Title: “Recess Revolution Week”
e Day 1: Outdoor Yoga & Breathing Circle
e Day 2: Playground Treasure Hunt
e Day 3: Dance Party Recess
o Day 4: Team Sports Challenge

o Day 5: Silent Nature Walk & Reflection

&= Quick Workshop Plan (25 Minutes)
1. 5 min: Talk: “Why Kids Need Play More Than Ever.”
2. 10 min: Fun group activity—jump rope, tag, or ball game.
3. 5 min: Teach teachers/parents “Brain Breaks” for classrooms.

4. 5 min: Distribute a Play Routine Planner for home and school.

# } Engagement Ideas
e Launch #RecessRevolution Challenge: Share creative recess activities.

o Create reels of quick playground games parents can play with kids.
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Partner with schools for a Play Festival to raise awareness.

Offer “Play Prescription Cards”: Daily activity ideas for families.
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